WACO J2W-1 & El PASO DETACHMENT

By

John M. “Jack” Shea
Former USCGR AOM 1/C

The year is late 1936. It was now Lieutenant Commander Norman M. Nelson, having
received his promotion on 1 October 1934. In this point of his flying career, LCDR
Nelson would come in contact with another set of three aircraft of a single design- the
Waco 32W-i a five place cabin type biplane that could be converted to a seaplane with
twin floats. A 225 HP Jacobs L-4 R-755 engine powered the J2W-1, providing a cruising
speed of 140 and maximum speed of 159 miles per hour. It could be used for both land
and sea operations. The cost per aircraft was $12,054.

The three Waco J2W-1 were built by the Waco Aircraft Company, Troy, Ohio. They
were builders of sport and training aircraft. Whether the Coast Guard had in mind the
need to fulfill their obligation as the air transportation for government officials in
emergency services to remote and inaccessible locations with the J2W-1 as it's prime
purpose. It was used for this purpose on a number of occasions, as you will see and
then some, including guarding the Texas/Mexican border against drug smuggling,
tracking illicit aircraft and working with a variety of law enforcement agencies.

What LCDR Nelson is about to do for the J2W-I is start the procedure for a new home
for the Coast Guard’'s Air Patrol Detachment, with the base of their operation at the
Army Air Corp’s Fort Bliss/Biggs Field, El Paso, Texas in late 1936.

The Air Patrol Detachment using other aircraft was operating from the city of Del Rio’s
commercial airfield, Texas. The Air Unit was guarding the U.S.-Mexican border against
drug smuggling and other law enforcement duties. Here at Del Rio, the Patrol
Detachment had to rely on American AirLines facilities for their night flight operations.

Mr. Nelson was about to take one giant step in his “administrative responsibilities.” He
has received orders from Coast Guard Headquarters to transfer the Air Patrol
detachment from Del Rio, Texas to El Paso, Texas, a distance of some 400 miles south.
Headquarters hopes to secure for the Detachment’s future activities a hangar at the
Army’s Air Corps facilities at Biggs Field, Fort Bliss, in El Paso.

Besides being the CO of the Air Patrol Detachment at Del Rio, he will have another full
time job working out the transfer. This wasn't just an act of talking to a real estate
agent about a piece of property. This was a military service asking another service for
the use of a small hangar and the use of Biggs Field for coming and going to the
hangar.
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LCDR Nelson starts the chain reaction to obtain this new location and hangar at Biggs
Field, El Paso, on 21 December 1936. This will involve the U.S. Coast Guard as the
principal, in addition to the Treasury Department, War Department, Army’s Eighth
Corps Fort Sam Houston, and Chief of the Air Corps, and CO of the Air Corps
Detachment Fort Bliss. Hope | haven't left someone out. LCDR Nelson will deal with
these folks and their assistants and their assistants, before any aircraft or personnel can
set one foot or tire mark in the proposed hangar.

As you can see with all the required endorsements and counter endorsements and no
objections for this move, the paper trail will reach for miles before the new facilities will
be commissioned and the Coast Guard will take over a small hangar at Biggs Field, Fort
Bliss, El Paso, Texas. A formal dispatch from Lieutenant Colonel SW Fitzgerald, General
Staff, G-4, Signal Corps, United States Army, announces on 10 February 1937, that
authority has been granted to transfer the Coast Guard’s Air Patrol Detachment from
Del Rio to Fort Bliss, Biggs Field, Texas, with a possible delay, pending receipt of advice
as to whether hangar is available.

Even though tons of paper passed through many hands to secure a place at the Army
Air Corps Biggs Field, El Paso and the Coast Guard’'s temporary facilities at Del Rio’s
commercial field were closed, forcing them to use American Air Line’s night flight
facilities, there would be a last minute hitch.

A license of some sort had to be obtained so the Detachment could use the small
hangar at Biggs Field. Records didn’t say why the license was needed. Being it was a
flying hangar, maybe it required a pilot’s license. With all the tons of paper, | would
hate to think this paper trail would end without at lease one more license. With the
absence of military objections approval was given. We hope this license clearance
would allow LCDR Norman Nelson, to fly in the brand new Waco J2W-1 Serial #V-157
and V-158 as the aircraft to put El Paso Detachment into operation at Biggs Field.

I am sure members of the Detachment now known as the Coast Guard’s El Paso Air
Patrol Detachment were looking forward to their new aircraft and new military facilities.
Records indicate this Coast Guard aviation unit operated their aircraft prior to Del Rio’s
commercial field, at San Antonio, Texas, San Diego, California and Cape May, New
Jersey. Not sure in what order.

To complete his task of this giant “administrative responsibility,” Lieutenant Commander
Nelson has to commission the new Coast Guard facilities at Fort Bliss’ Army Air Corps,
Biggs Field, and El Paso. This took place on 2 March 1937, with the usual pomp and
ceremony.

LCDR Norman Nelson would continue as the Unit's Commanding Officer and continue
his cooperation along the U.S.-Mexican border with a number of government agencies
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to detect any illegal activities, as well as, to assist these agencies in their operation to
prevent drug smuggling by air. The records show undercover activities as the Unit
patrolled thousands of miles of the border. Those government agencies the Coast
Guard El Paso Air Patrol was involved with are: U.S. Customs and Border Patrol, Secret
Service, Bureau of Narcotics, Alcohol Tax Unit, Bureau of Biological Survey (Department
of Agriculture) and the Texas Rangers.

There would now be a new Commanding Officer for the Detachment, Lieutenant Perry
S. Lyons from Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn, New York. Lt. Lyons took over from LCDR
Norman Nelson in August of 1937. Talk about an “administrative responsibilities” fast
track! The ink was hardly dry on the papers covering the change of Command at El
Paso before LCDR Nelson was off to assume command of the Port Angeles Air Station
20 August 1937.

Former Radioman 1/C Ken Harkema as an air crewmember at PAAS remembers this
also included Lt. Kenneth P. Maley, Aviator #37, as the Executive Officer. Taking part in
the ceremony was another Aviation Pilot in the making who was standing in the wings,
so to speak. It was AMMC Allen F. Perkins, who will be a member of the AP Class of
1940. It will be LTJG Perkins who will appear in the three Curtiss SOC-4 part of this
story.

ON WITH THE STORY!

Lt. Perry S. Lyons graduated from the Coast Guard Academy at New London,
Connecticut in 1920. Perry Lyons entered the Naval Flying School in 1932. In fact, his
first duty assignment after graduation was at Salem Air Station, Massachusetts.

Mr. Lyon’s Service background includes a number of daring rescues during his Coast
Guard flying career. It is said, “he wasn ‘t one to discuss his rescues.” Maybe this is the
time to at least talk for him about the daring rescue he made with LCDR Frank A.
Leamy, Aviator #40 Pilot in Command on a mercy flight from the Salem Air Station, 20
May 1937. Lt. Lyon and Radioman First Class A. Gus Dannenberg made up the rescuing
trio in the Douglas RD-4 V-134. Take-off time 2350. Their destination was the trawler
White Cap located 44 miles ESE of the Boston Light Ship, which was, located 60 miles
SE from the Salem Air Station. Word received from the trawler, the Chief Engineer had
a badly injured arm.

The White Cap was finally located at 0034. Circling the fishing trawler, it was noted the
vessel was laboring considerably in moderate to rough WSW seas. The sea conditions
were none favorable for their open sea landing in their type of aircraft the RD-4.

Then Radioman Dannenberg received another message -- the crewmember's arm is
severed between elbow and shoulder and he is in shock from loss of blood. A decision
was quickly made to land in these conditions, dangerous as it might be and set the RD-
4 down at 0040 transferring the painfully injured Chief Engineer. At 0150 with difficulty
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in gaining flying speed and riding the crest of a higher wave, the aircraft freed itself
with a little help and rose from the sea and headed home. Another routine flight by
Coast Guard aviation! This type of rescue was what Lt. Lyons and others felt was all in
a day’s work for Coast Guard Aviation.

This feeling of “we have a job to do whatever it takes” came from Lt. Perry Lyons, as
he took command of the El Paso Air Patrol Detachment. The many praises received by
this Aviation Unit showed it was carried out. They went the extra mile! “Administrative
Responsibility” is something Lt. Lyons brought to the El Paso Detachment and follows in
the footsteps of LCDR Nelson. Operating along the thousands of miles of the Texas-
Mexican border it takes a lot of such responsibility.

The duty roster for the El Paso Air Patrol Detachment, as can be established, at least in
part, is as follows:

Lieutenant Commander Norman M. Nelson. First CO.
Lieutenant Perry S. Lyons. Second CO.

LTJG Robert L. Grantham. Third CO.

LTJG Robert E. Mccaffery.

Chief Aviation Machinist’s Mate William D. “Bill” Pinkston.
Chief Aviation Pilot (ACMM) VirgilA. Smith. (AP Class 1935)
Aviation Pilot (AMM 1/C) Robert W. Fendley. (AP Class 1935)
Aviation Pilot (AMM 1/C) James L. Riggs. (AP Class 1935)
Chief Henry B. Ferguson.

Aviation Machinist’'s Mate 1/C Rupert H. Germaine.
Radioman 1/C CE Haley. (No ARM rating at this time)
Radioman 1/C James A. Dinan.

Gunners Mate 1/C VTHouser.

Seaman 1/C Frank M. Sheffer.

Gunner’'s Mate Houser was on temporary duty with the Detachment. He instructed the
Unit's members in use of firearms. With personnel going undercover for U.S. Narcotics,
involved in drug trafficking, smuggling, and law enforcement - yes, there was a need.
Houser even flew on several occasions.

Praise and recognition went to the Detachments personnel for their initiative, loyalty
and devotion to duty and beyond. Besides Coast Guard honors, two were recognized by
Brigadier General H.H. Arnold, Chief of the U.S. Air Corps. It was for a search and
rescue of a downed Army aircraft. Two who were so honored were Chief Aviation Pilot
Virgil A. Smith and Chief Henry Ferguson.

Besides what were considered regular duties, the U.S. Secret Service had a special need

for Lt. Perry Lyons and his Detachment, to aid them in the protection of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt. President Roosevelt was to address an open-air assembly in
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Amarillo, Texas, 11 July 1938. Planes of the Detachment were to fly over the assembly
preventing any aircraft from being able to do the same.

It wasn't long before the El Paso Air Patrol Detachment started to draw increased
interest by the USCG Commandant, Rear Admiral R. R. Waesche. This busy Detachment
was covering a vast territory along the Texas/Mexican border with a variety of missions
being accomplished which would take them up the Rio Grande Valley north to
Albuquerque, New Mexico. It was so interesting, he requested a quarterly report.

Reports and dispatches relating to the Air Patrol Detachment brings out their many
duties as guardians of the border as most unusual! Besides investigating illicit aircraft
activities, the Unit's personnel were on numerous occasions eye witnesses in Federal
narcotic cases (putting them close to the action), or were taking part in arrests and
seizures, mostly undercover. They also aided in the arrests of aliens crossing the
border.

Being Lt. Lyons and his Detachment were on a roll, there was also the opportunity for
the Detachment’s aircraft and personnel to inspect air ports and various landing fields
for suspicious aircraft and to make law enforcement flights. They even brought the
Unit's truck #1526 into play in conjunction with their aircraft patrolling the
Texas/Mexican border in joint anti-smuggling duty.

There was also time for night and instrument flying sessions on a monthly basis. Thus
Lt. Lyons kept up his “administrative responsibilities,” even with the mad pace of their
activities. Don'’t forget it was necessary to summarize the accomplishments in arrests
made, contraband seized, and their assistance to the various law agencies.

As the year of 1938 starts to wind down, the missing member of the three, Waco J2W-1
V-159, will join her two sisters V-157 and V-158. It, of course, has been on another
assignment, which will be fully explained later. The arrival of V-159 will bring the
aircraft serving El Paso to three. The complement will be at ten (10) and two (2) trucks.
Though not big, their accomplishments make the El Paso Air Patrol Detachment a
GIANT!

TRAGEDY STRIKES THE DETACHMENT!

Monday, 19 December 1938, the Detachment's J2W-1 V-157 took off from Biggs Field,
El Paso, on a routine flight for the Army Air Corp’s Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas. Lt.
Perry Lyons, along with Aviation Machinist's Mate 1/C Rupert H. Germaine and two
passengers are on board. One passenger is Ensign C.H. Teague, USCG, on leave and
visiting his family in El Paso. He served aboard the UCSG cutter Itasca, operating out of
San Diego. This was to be a pleasure flight at Lt. Lyons invitation. The other passenger
aboard the J2W-1 V-157, is U.S. Army Air Corps Corporal George B. Latham, on leave
from Biggs Field and traveling to San Antonio taking advantage of this flight with
permission to visit his family.
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Something went drastically wrong as this cabin type Coast Guard aircraft approached
the Texas town of Boerne, en route to San Antonio. Lt. Lyons and his passengers had
left El Paso at 4:00 PM and as the aircraft approached the Boerne, it was 10:00 PM. It
was at this point when something very drastic went wrong. Eye witnesses said that they
saw flames coming from the plane and believed the pilot headed south after the plane
caught fire to avoid landing within the town limits and reached a fairly open field.

The first person to reach the crash site was Justice of the Peace H.L. Davis, Jr. The
plane had crashed within a 100 yards of his house. He found no survivors. The crash
and explosion made it seem very unlikely there would be survivors. Emergency vehicles
arrived very quickly but the damage was so severe the plane couldn’t be identified as
Coast Guard. Kelly Field was called and none of their planes were missing. A flight plan
identified the crash as Coast Guard.

Waiting patiently at Kelly Field for his ride home, Radioman 1/C C.H. Haley became very
nervous, as Lt. Lyons had never missed his ETA (estimated time of arrival) before. Upon
checking with Kelly Field authority, Haley was told what had happened. Immediately,
Coast Guard Radioman Haley offered his services to the Kelly Field Army rescue team to
identify his comrades and help where he could and with the investigation. Identifying
dead comrades is something one doesn’t look forward to doing. Haley did just that and
then stood guard over his dead comrades until relieved the next day. Commandant of
the USCG Rear Admiral R. R. Waesche, in the commendation praised Radioman 1/C
C.H. Haley for his loyalty and devotion far beyond this duty.

What caused this aircraft to crash? Why the fire witnessed by those on the ground? The
answer was not among the dispatches referring to this V-157 crash. They did mention
investigators were coming from the Biloxi Air Station, but would have to drive because
of unfavorable weather for flying.

While the functions of the El Paso Detachment continue, it is in need of an Acting
Command in the interim of a new Command. At the moment the Detachment is made
up of enlisted personnel. All the pilots are rated Aviation Pilots, one ACMM and two First
Class AMM, plus one senior ACMM a non-pilot. Senior Chief Aviation Machinist’'s Mate
William D. Pinkston is named Acting Command and would remain in this position from
19 December 1937 until 3 February 1938 when a new Command would take over.

These first two years for the El Paso Air Patrol Detachment has given members of this
Coast Guard aviation unit more than their share of excitement, as they work to protect
the Texas/Mexican border. Then the sudden death of their Commanding Officer Lt.
Perry Lyons and comrade in arms Amm1/C Rupert Germaine, both literally loved by all,
puts a blanket of sadness over the Detachment, not to forget their passengers.

It is said - “We find death for the first time when He puts His hand upon the ones we
love and takes them to His Heavenly Home.”
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WACO J2W-1 V-159

With Acting Command Pinkston in place and the Detachment functioning at full throttle,
this seems like a logical and chronological place to bring into the picture the
whereabouts of the Waco J2W-1 V-159, as it is about to join its sister aircraft 32W-i V-
158 to fill the gap in the Air Patrol's duty watch! However, the first order of business for
the Coast Guard Administration is to obtain the third Waco J2W-1 V-159 from its
manufacturer, Waco Aircraft Company, Troy, Ohio.

Lieutenant George H. Bowerman, is placed on temporary duty with orders to pick up
the J2W-1 V-159 and test flight the new aircraft. To assist Mr. Bowerman in this
venture is Chief Aviation Machinist's Mate F. Crump and Aviation Machinist's Mate 1/C
Ray Robertson.

Their instructions are to fly the V-159 to Bolling Field, Washington, D.C. No doubt, for a
quick check and service before they take off to Boston and Salem, Massachusetts, then
continue to Hartford, Connecticut. Their orders are to retrace their route back to Bolling
Field.

However, at Hartford the aileron is found to be in need of adjustment before they are
able to resume their test flight and return to Bolling Field. For the time being it will be
based there to start the first of its new assignments as air transportation for the USCG
Commandant and dignitaries.

Lt. Bowerman is indicated as having flown some of these dignitaries, including
Ambassador to Great Britain the Honorable Joseph Kennedy and Mrs. Kennedy, Senator
Meade, and Assistant Secretary of the Treasury Gibbons on their appointed rounds in
the J2W-1 V-159.

It is reported Secretary of the Treasury Henry Morganthau enjoyed the air
transportation of the J2W-1 V-159. There was no doubt, he was more than welcome
having been most enthusiastic about aviation and supported the Coast Guard in this
manner by obtaining the necessary funds for new aircraft and Coast Guard aviation
expansion.

Lt. George Bowerman, had several FIRSTS in Coast Guard aviation. He commissioned
the San Francisco Air Station and its first Commanding Officer on February 1, 1941.
Continuing with this trend, Mr. Bowerman would be the FIRST Pilot-In-Command of the
Coast Guard's one and only illustrious PBY-5 V-189, followed by Lt. Willard J. Smith,
who went on to be Admiral Willard J. Smith, Commandant, USCG.

By 9 November 1937, Headquarters had other plans for the J2W-1 V-159, as orders
were issued to Lieutenant C.F. Edge to proceed to Cape May, New Jersey, where the V-
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159 would be turned over to him and transferred to the Coast Guard cutter Spencer, at
Cordova, Alaska. There the V159 land plane would be convened to a seaplane with twin
floats to serve aboard the Spencer as a patrol observation aircraft over Alaskan waters.
There would be a delay for Lt. Edge and the V-159, due to improper function of the
radio. Transmitting couldn’'t be heard for any distance, and sometimes failed on high
frequencies. It is a long flight from Cape May Air Station to Cordova, Alaska, without
proper radio!

Orders for Lt. Edge to proceed to join the Spencer didnt come as a surprise. Lt. Edge
had been notified on the 14 September 1937 that he was scheduled for duty aboard the
Spencer as pilot for the J2W-1 V-159. Lt. Edge arrived safely at his destination of
Cordova. The J2W-1 V-159 to be converted from land plane to seaplane for service
aboard the cutter Spencer, on 17 December 1937.

Originally, for some reason there was thought of renting a hangar to house the V-159,
fronting on Lake Eyak. In the summer it furnished a water approach to the lake.
December found the lake frozen over. Commercial planes at Cordova were fitted with
skis or wheels and would take off and land on the ice throughout the winter.

It was then decided that if the J2W-1 V159 was to be based aboard the cutter Spencer
then to equip the plane with skis or wheels would render the plane equally useless for
coastal and island terrain, where all the cutter Spencer’s assistance work is located. For
landing on terrain other than water, USCG Engineering would not take the responsibility
for the strength of float struts for such landings. Any kind of ice landing would be out.
With the necessary endorsements and approvals complete, the V-159 aircraft would be
retained on the Spencer, stowed on deck and protected by heavy canvas shelter covers.
Repairs to the J2W-1 V-159 have been made after an accident to the plane on 27
December 1937. Repairs were made to the six broken ribs in the lower wing and it was
back in commission on 4 January 1938. Unequalled strain of unknown cause to the
plane was being investigated at that time.

The Waco V-159, in the capable hands of Lt. Edge, served its duty aboard the cutter
Spencer but the duty watch was short lived, approximately six months including down
time for repairs and many decisions. Maybe another type of aircraft for duty aboard the
Spencer might be considered, other than a five-place cabin type aircraft.

Yet, there were future plans made while Lt. Edge and the V-159 were operating abroad
for provisions to protect the aircraft and its care for the following summer on a Bering
Sea Patrol. Orders to transfer the J2W-1 V-159 from the Spencer to the El Paso Air
Patrol Detachment 15 April 1938 would certainly change those future plans.

The conversion from a twin float seaplane to a land plane has to be made for the flight
to El Paso. Whether this was made at Cordova, after the V-159 aircraft was removed
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from the Spencer or at Port Angeles Air Station, where it would start for the flight to El
Paso, is unknown.

On 7 May 1938, Coast Guard Headquarters was advised by the Port Angeles Air Station,
aircraft victor 159 would be ready for transfer to El Paso as ordered 10 May 1938. They
now awaited the arrival of enlisted Aviation Pilot William N. Durham. For some unknown
reason AP Durham was delayed and did not make the El Paso ferry flight. Too bad, AP
Durham could have caught up with fellow classmates of the AP Class of 1935 at El
Paso: CAP Virgil Smith, AP Robert Fendley and AP James Riggs. Thus, it was Lt. Fred
Wild who was then ordered without delay to fly the Waco J2W-1 Victor 159 to the El
Paso Air Patrol Detachment, but was not assigned to stay.

It is interesting to note, it will be Commander Fred Wild who will return to the PAAS as
its Commanding Officer in 1945, after taking part in an inspection assignment flying
with who will be his Executive Officer at PAAS, Lieutenant Commander Clement
Vaughn. Lieutenant Commander Clement Vaughn, was the CO of the Coast Guard’s
PBY-5 V-189, who with his crew were on a secret mission surveying future LORAN sites
and part of the LORAN installation in the Pacific 1944-45.

What also seems to have been overlooked was a second Coast Guard air crew also
involved in the LORAN installation which would take Lieutenant Commander Louis T.
O’Neill and his crew across the Pacific and into China and Japan in 1945. This second
air crew utilized three aircraft: a PBY-5A, PB4Y-1 Liberator and PB4Y-2 Privateer to
complete their mission in 1945. Both Lieutenant Commander Clement Vaughn and
Lieutenant Commander Louis T. O'Neill received the DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS for
their secret LORAN missions.

ARRIVAL OF THE NEW COMMANDING OFFICER

The new Commanding Officer of the El Paso Air Patrol Detachment assumed Command
on 3 February 1939 from Acting Command Chief William D. Pinkston, USCG. Lieutenant
(Jg) Robert L. Grantham, USCG, reported from his previous duty at the San Diego Air
Station, where he distinguished himself with rescues at sea and relief flights over land.
The new Commanding Officer hardly had his feet on the ground when he was called
upon to fly a mercy relief with 250 pounds of food to aid distressed citizens in the snow
bound community of Las Taplas, New Mexico. Las Taplas was 62 miles west of
Albequerque where he and his crew picked up the food supplies. Now that Lt.
Grantham is the new CO of the El Paso Detachment it is time to introduce himself to the
other government agencies who will be working with him and his crew protecting the
Texas/Mexican border and to get a feel of his new Command and his “administrative
responsibilities.”

Unfortunately, within four months of the tragic accident of Lt. Perry Lyons and those
aboard the Waco J2W-1 V-157, its sister aircraft V-158 was lost in a blizzard on a flight
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from Biggs Field, El Paso to Galveston, Texas. The Coast Guard aircraft V-158 was
piloted by Lt. Robert Grantham and with him AMM 1/C Clifford J. Hudder, Radioman
James A. Dinan and a member of the Army Air Corps Electrician Specialist Robert
Paddon, who had obtained a ride to Galveston.

The flight took off on Thursday, 6 April 1939, at 0930 for Galveston, with a stop over at
Del Rio, Texas, to drop off Radioman James Dinan, who was a witness for a federal
drug case. Within twenty minutes of their departure, a cold wind from the east hit Biggs
Field, which brought concern for those flying by the duty watch of the Detachment. This
concern grew when the V- 158 missed its ETA at Del Rio, to drop off Radioman Dinan.
There was another problem along with the severe weather change, poor radio
communications developed and this added to the nervous condition for those at the
Detachment. When the ETA was missed at Del Rio, a search was instituted
immediately. Further checking with the Coast Guard radio station at Galveston reported
that there had been no radio communication with Lt. Grantham.

Search groups started to form immediately. There was no question members of the
Detachment had made numerous friends with their duty activities among the
government agencies, Texas Rangers, and Texas Highway Patrol. Even members of the
population organized horses, trailers, and trucks that might come in handy for
searching the rugged countryside where they might be lost. Highway Patrol passed the
word to all their units to be on the look out for a downed aircraft. Local citizens along
the planned route offered their help, including ranchers along the way. The flight from
Biggs to Del Rio would take the missing plane in the southeast direction and would
cover some 700 miles. The storm and blizzard condition was increasing, concern
growing.

The Army Air Corps from Kelly Field, San Antonio, provided five planes and the Coast
Guard three to aid in the search, one from the Biloxi Air Station, a San Diego Air Station
aircraft and the J2W-1 V-159 from the El Paso Detachment. This search by the crew of
the El Paso V-159 has to be taking its toll. It is the second death of a Commanding
Officer within four months. Devastating is the word, especially with this close knit
Detachment.

All eight of the search planes used the Army’s emergency field at Dryden, Texas, as
their base of operation. It was located between Alpine and the town of Sanderson. This
location was no doubt established after a track worker from a Southern Pacific reported
he saw the missing Coast Guard plane pass over his location several miles east of
Alpine. This position was east of the Rio Grande River, but with the wind and snow
blowing from the east and weather conditions as they were, it caused concern and the
possibility the plane drifted across the border and landed in Mexico.

Friday morning April 7, 1938, General Ursquiso of the Mexican Army in Juarez was
alerted to this possible situation, and in turn immediately ordered the troops under his
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command to conduct a search in the mountainous country across the border. They
covered all the bases and even alerted the sheep herdsmen in the area to be on the
lookout for a possible downed American military aircraft. By late Friday night, the
Mexican authorities reported they failed to bring forth any trace of the downed Coast
Guard aircraft but would continue their efforts. Then Saturday one of the Army search
planes located the charred wreckage in the snow covered rugged country 13 miles
southeast of the town of Alpine, but saw no evidence of survivors. Ground parties
standing by, were alerted and they were under way immediately to the charred
wreckage, but had no hope of reaching the site before late Sunday with the weather
conditions and snow in this mountainous section, but would report their findings upon
arrival. What wasn't known by the search plane or those on the ground directing the
search was that three had survived, AMM 1/C Rudder, Radioman Dinan and the Army
Electrician Paddon.

They were ordered to bail out by Lt. Grantham as he guided the aircraft and held it
steady to allow them to jump, which they did, landing safely. Well almost, as it seems
Paddon hurt his back in the jump into the blizzard but was still able to move about. Lt.
Grantham was fighting the controls of the J2W-1 V-158. They had run into heavy fog
and snow causing ice to cover the plane’s wing surface. Thus the order by Lt. Grantham
for the three to parachute into the blizzard was hazardous even for the most
experienced parachutist.

Upon landing with difficulty they located one another in these severe weather
conditions, checking each other out and hiking to find where their Skipper landed only
to be devastated to find Lt. Grantham was killed when his parachute caught upon a
wing and dragged him to his death. Here by the charred wreckage lay the hero who
saved their lives. The aircraft under normal conditions would have had emergency
supplies and water to last several days. The fire destroyed this opportunity for them.
Regardless, they made the decision to seek help on their own. They saw planes pass
overhead but were unable to attract their attention.

The men set out in search of a ranch or some form of civilization. They felt that having
flown over this countryside over the years and knowing of the ranches they would find
something. Walking through the snow in the severe weather and drinicing water from
the cattle troughs along the way they became disoriented, not realizing they were
walking away from civilization.

Remember that the charred wreckage spotted by one of the search planes placed the
site just thirteen miles eat of the town of Alpine. It was difficult for them to traverse the
rough country in these winter conditions with no landmarks they could recognize.

The first night (Thursday) the three survivors reached an abandoned ranch house

exposed to the elements spent the night huddled together. Physically and mentally
exhausted, they started out the next morning. They walked all day Friday not finding
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any shelter. The men continued through the night, not wanting to stop in this below
freezing weather. After what was considered some 40 miles, they reached the cattle
ranch of Kate Nevill. Finding no one at the ranch on Saturday morning, the 3 men broke
in and telephoned the Border Patrol headquarters at Camp Chigas with the news of
their whereabouts and need for medical attention. Their families were quickly notified.
Help was on the way immediately, as all the help imaginable had been standing by
since late Thursday afternoon, when Lieutenant Grantham and his crew didn’'t reach
their destination. Those standing by were not just law enforcement people, or
government agency personnel, they were worried friends who had watched and
admired them for doing the same thing when called upon. It was obvious the members
of this Coast Guard Detachment were well liked.

Dr. E.J. Wright, M.D., of Alpine, joined the rescuers on the trip to the Nevill Ranch to
give personal medical attention to the three survivors. Paddon with the back injury was
sent to an Army Hospital for treatment. The other two Coasties were treated and stayed
under medical care in Alpine and were expected back on duty at the Detachment in two
or three days. Come on fellows, you already had a winter vacation!

The same prompt and wholehearted (if that is the word) cooperation was extended to
the Coast Guard in searching for the missing plane and the body of Lieutenant
Grantham - the real hero in this tragedy! When it was learned that these two officers
who were killed, Lt. Lyons and LTJG Grantham would have each celebrated their first
wedding anniversary at the time of their death compounded the sadness!

As Bill Pinkston’s aviation career draws to an end there will be another exciting moment
in this illustrious career. Retired Chief Ordnanceman J.R Lee remembers the last day. It
was a part told in a rescue story by AOC Lee and Lieutenant Colonel Ted A. Morris USAF
retired, entitled ‘A Tragic Good Friday - April 11, 1952.”

This last flight for Chief Pinkston, starts from the USCG Search and Rescue Center, San
Juan, Puerto Rico. A Pan American DC-4 with 64 passengers and crew on an Easter
flight to the States is seven miles out with motor trouble and the plane has to ditch into
the ocean. The SAR is alerted and all Coast Guard aircraft and ships go to the rescue,
along with amphibians of the USAF.

Pinkston is assigned to the PBY-5A #48429 under the Command of Lieutenant
Commander Ken Bilderback; co-pilot is LCDR Jack Natwig and crew. As Chief Pinkston
heads out in the PBY5A #48429 to aid those who are fighting for their lives in the rough
ocean, he is about to retire the next day! The old Coast Guard adage “you have to go
out but you don’t have to come back,” must certainly come to mind. Never the less, on
his mind there will always be the thought that we have to save as many people as
possible. LCDR Bilderback prepares to set his Coast Guard amphibian as close to the
scene of the crash as possible, avoiding anyone in the ocean.
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PBY-5A #48429 will have rescued sixteen from the ocean and even have the copilot
LCDR Jack Natwig go overboard to aid a fellow crew member who was in the ocean
attempting to rescue a youngster, both struggling in the water. Ships aiding the rescue
will rescue them all.

As the crash scene is secured and the rescued survivors aboard the PBY-5A are
transferred to a Coast Guard buoy tender, the PBY-5A finds it is overloaded with sea
water. Pounded by the rough seas it can’'t be airborne and must make the seven miles
back to their San Juan Base on the ocean.

With the co-pilot jumping into the ocean to save others, Chief Pinkston will take the co-
pilots right hand seat so as to aid pilot LCDR Bilderback on the long ride back to the
San Juan Base. | do not believe Chief Pinkston in his wildest dreams ever thought his
last flight in his long illustrious Coast Guard aviation career would end with him coming
home in the co-pilot’s position, from a rescue at sea in a PBY-5A on the water for seven
miles. Nor did he or any others on this water bound air taxi expect such a welcome
from the people of San Juan. As this taxiing aircraft approached the harbor entrance to
the San Juan Harbor near the site of the old Fort El Morro, a wildly cheering crowd lined
the shore. Thanks for a job well done!

Bill Pinkston, | don’t think anybody can top that for a Coast Guard aviation retirement
party. We couldn’t miss that part of Chief Pinkston’s aviation career but now it is time to
return to the closing of the El Paso Air Patrol Detachment. Sorry Bill Pinkston, you have
a big part in closing this Detachment as its Acting Command.

Rear Admiral R.R. Waesche, Commandant USCG, on 14 October 1939 declared the Air
Patrol Detachment, El Paso, Texas is here by discontinued. The duty of patrolling the
United States-Mexican border by air within the limits of the San Francisco District will
devolve upon the Air Station at San Diego, California. Such patrols will be made as
determined necessary. Equipment and personnel will be transferred to the various Air
Stations. When Coast Guard property has been disposed of, the hangar and office
space now occupied by the Coast Guard will be returned to the custody of the War
Department and the Customs Border Patrol, respectively. Building No. 423 at Biggs
Field, Fort Bliss, El Paso, Texas, is to be returned to the custody of the Army while the
paper work stacks up with the discontinuance of the Air Patrol Detachment.

There is one order to be carried out. The remaining Waco J2W-1 Victor 159, is to be
transferred from Biggs Field to Bolling Field, Washington, D.C. by Aviation Pilot 1/C
James Biggs. This will signal an end to a most active Detachment guarding the U.S. -
Mexican border from the evils of corruption.
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Archives

Washington, DC 20408

February 28, 1894
Reply to: NNRM94-4440-MY

Ted A. Morris
1213 Edgewood Ave.
Las Cruces., N.M. 88005-1127

Dear Mr. Morris:

This 1s in response to your letter of February 8, 1994.

We searched the general correspondence files (1836-1940) of the
Army Air Forces (Record Group 18) and the Records of the Adjutant
General " s Office (Record Group 407)., but located very few
references to Biggs Air Field. Enclosed is a copy of the only
file we located that pertains to the U.S. Coast Guard Air Patrol

Detachment.

We are forwarding your letter to our Civil Reference Branch
(NNRC), which has custody of the Records of the U.S. Coast Guard
(Record Group 28). That unit will respond to you directly.

bincerely,

frite

MITCHELL YOCKELSON
Military Reference Branch
Textual Reference Division

Enclosure

National Archives and Records Administration
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Weshingeon, DO 20408

April 7, 1994

Mc. Ted A, Morris
1213 Edgewood Avenue
Las Cruces, NM BBO0S=-1127

Daar Mr. Morris:

This 15 1n further reply to your letter of February 9, 1994, to our Militazry
Reference Branch asking for historical information on the Coast Guard Air
Patrol Detachment at El Paso.

Records of the U. 5. Coast Guard, (RG 26), show that this datachment was
commissioned March 2, 1237, and decommissicned October 14, 1939, The building
at Biggs Army base used by the detachment, Building 423, was raturned to
control of the Army on January 22, 1940. The El Pamso detachment was formerly
stationed at Del Rio, T, and alsc used American Airlines facilities sarly in
<337 for night flight cperations. A detachment was also stationed at Sar
Antonio. Other detachments were at Cape May, NJ, and San Diegc, CA. All of
these units were cperaticnal in the mid-1%30s, and had been discontinusd by
early 1940,

We have rot found a specific statement of the missicn of the detachmant, hut
it cocperated from time to time with the U, 3. Customs Service and the Secrar
Service. It alsoc assisted in rescue operations as reeded. We found no lists
of commanding officers or informativon on tha personnel celling at the
detachmant. Planas V-157, V-1538, and V-159 are the only planes that were
stationed at the EI Paso unit. We did mot fipd an agreement Wwith the Army for
dse of the hage facilities,

Reccrds 1n our custody relating =o the detachment consist chiefly of
SpRerations reports and ralated correspondence; operations reports of the threa
dircralt stationed there; information on rescue efforts in which tha unit
participated; and boards of investigation into the crashes of planes V-157 and
¥-158, both of which resulted in leoss of life of Coast Guard parsonnel. We
can praovide coples of these records for $.25 a page (mirimum fee $6),

If you wish te order by check or money order (payable to "NATF-NNRC"), serd it
with the enclosed crdar form to the National Archives Trust Fund Board, P.C.
Box 100793, Atlanta, A 30334, If instead you wish to pay by using a
MasterCard or VISA credit card, you should return the enclosed form [annstated
with type of ¢redit card, account number, expiration date, and your signature)
te the Cashier (NAJC), National Archives, Washington, DC 20408,

You may, if you wish, use these and other possibly pertinent Coast Guard
records in perscn at the Naticnal Arfchives, or have somecne research “he
subject for you. If you choose to come to Washington to do your research, cur
records and microfilm publicaticns are available for econsultation without
charge in cur research rooms. The National Archives Building is located on
Pannsylvania Avenue at Bth Street, NW.

R EA L L L Sl e W e o A o T3 oL o S L T — = —
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The Pennsylvania Avernue antrance provides access To the Cantral Research Room,
Microfilm Reading Room, and staff in the Civil Reference Branch. If you do
not have a research card, you must apply for ona at the Research Consultant's
Office (Room 207). See the enclosed sheat for our hours of business,

If you are unable to coma to the National Archives, you may wish ta hire
scmeone to do research for vou. We do not maintain a list of persons who do
research for a fee, but the history departments at some of the local
universitises may be abla %o help you. Beveral possibilities are history
departments at American University, Washangton, DC 20016; Catholic University
of America, Washington, T TRCE4:r Seorge Mascn University, Fairfax, VK

22030; Gecrgetown University, Washington, DC  20057; George Washington
University, Washingtcn, DC 20052; Howard University, Washingteon, DC  ZC0059;
and the University of Marylard, College Park, MD 20740,

The records of the boards of investigation include chotographs of the wreckage
and wreck sites of planes V-157 and V-158, Other photographs relating to the
El Paso detachment, if any, are in the custody of our Still Picture Branch
\WNSP). The photos are cleosed to research until late May due to the
ralocation of the Branch to a new facllity in College Park, MD.

Sinceraly,
v |
':I.I\u' "L-l!r"k;", = _;i_' ¥ r'\"\. 1-

WILLIAM F. SHEEMAN
Tivil Refsrence Branch

Encloguras
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THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

RECORD OF COMMUNICATION RECEIVED

Frmn:. Treasury Department, U.S.Coast Guard Dated: Dec 21/36
To: ' CO, 8th Corps Area Air Corps Detachment, Rec’d 4.G.0. Jan 27/37

Ft.Sam Houston via CO Air Corps Detachment,Biggs Field,El Paso,Texas.

;Suiuect 'Use of hangar' application for.

1. Coast Guard Headquarters has indicated a contemplated transfer of the AIR
PATROL DETACHMENT, U. S. Coast Guard, from Del Rio, Texas, to El Paso, Texas.
2. Information is requested as to whether one of the small hangars at Biggs
Field, Texas, could be made available for use of the AIR PATROL DETACHMENT,
U.S. Coast Guard.

pr

N.M.NELSON.

1lst Ind. W1LB/hop/
Hdqrs. Biggs 1eld Ft Bliss, Texas, Jan 4/37 To CO, 8th CA, Air Corps Det.
Ft. Sam Houston, Texas
-1, There is no objection from this offlce to the Alr Patrol Detachment,
U.S.Coast Guard using the small South hnagar at this *ield.
O S 5 MR WM. L. BOYD,
Major, Air Corps,
j " - . Commanding.
e X e, | - 2nd Ind. WSH/ga/s
. Eighth Carps ‘Area Air Corps Detachment Hg. Bth Corps Area, Ft Sam Houston,
Texas,ﬁJaﬂuary 7, 1937. To CG 8thCorps Area
| l..Concur in the 1lst indorsement.
e Recommend these papers be returned through the Commanding General,
Fort BllSS, Texas. -
w WINFIELD S. HAMLIN,
Major, Air Corps,
Commanding.

QM 680.4 Blbgs FlElﬁFA.
(U. S. Coast Guard) 3rd Ind. f jk=-fme
Ho. 8th CA OQM, Jan 9/37 To: QMG WP
It ig recommended -that a license be issued authorizing the Air Patrol |
Detachment, U S Caast Guard, to use the small South hangar at Biggs Field,
Texas, g .
For the Quartermaster'

G.D.MURPHEY, | |
Liaut Colonel, Q.M.Corps, Al
ﬁ ~Assistant,

e A S =

W.D., A.G.0. Form No. 0624
July 31, 1034 U.S.GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 3—4508
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al 580.4 Biggs Field - A,

U. 3. Coast Guard). Bth Ind. FJE=-cm

Hdqrs. Eighth Corps ATes, Yort Sam Houston, Texas, February 10,

1937. To: The Adjutant General, Fashington, D. C.

There ip no objection on the part of this headquartera
to tho use of the small south hangar at Blgze ¥ield, Texas,
by the Air Patrel Detachment, U. S. coast Guard. Attention
ig invited to the attached copy of radiogram from the
comranding General, Fort Bliso, Texas, who likewise offers
no objection. In this connection raference is mude to
radiozram this headquarters § 40 this date.

For the Commanding General:

a5 7ot Teot A€, 0, £5 13 193
4 J. A, BERRY,

“/ Colonel, A: G. D,

1 inel. : Adjutant General.

AG £B80.44 Blggs Fleld

{:Lﬂ-éln-aﬁ} Miscs ?ﬂ %
War Department, AGO, February 13, 1337 = To 0O=-4

1 Inﬂli

Pased on letter from N. M. Nelson, U. 5. Coast Guard, Del Rlo, Texas %o
C. 0., Bth O. ., Air Corps Detatchment, Ft. Sanm Houston, Tezas (via
C.0. Alr Cprps Detachment, Biggs Fleld, El Faso, Toxms) 12-21-36
SUBJECT: Use of Hangar, application for.




_ TOGfre.fat-Sec Yo
S — &
PLEASE NOTET B

WaAH DEPARTMEMT
WAR DEPARTMENMT GEMERAL STAFF
SURELY SIVIBION, G-8 G"'!EEI::HL_: :\ﬂl'llll
WASHINGTON. D.C. EWGE?U'.HJ‘-L 5”‘5F

A.G.080.44 Bigegs Fleld

(12-21-36)
G-4/29558-6 February 16, 1937.

VMEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subject: Coast Guard use of small Army
Eangar at Fort Eliss, Texas.

i Facts besring upon the subject.
1. In the basic lether the Commanding 0fficer of the

Tnited States Comst Guard, Alr Patrel Detachment, Del Ric, Texas,
requests permission to use the amall South hanger at Blges Field,

Fart Blisa, Texas,

—Ar7 287 427 g

2, The Commanding 0fficer of the Alr Corps Detachment
at Biggs Field, The Commanding Gemeral, Fort Elisp, the Commanding

General, 8th Corps Ares, and the Chief of the AiTr Corps ell recommend
-._-El-"--'-__-

ﬁﬂra L consideration of this Teguest, .
Mmﬁm M@ﬂ'ﬁat O Lecioeecess
1

. Thaot the attached correspondence be reforred 40 .t

Odfbpe-of—tim Anal ntunt_rﬁﬁtMr

there -Jz!::.F?h"Fwﬁ.i."';ﬂ?I oojectign to gremting permdssion, by ravoceble
11%énse, for & period of"f{veTyears, toc the United £fafen Coast GQuard
ta use the =mall South hangar at Biggs Field, Ft. Blias, Texas, a8 &

'}bua for an iir Patrol Detachment.
™

B

nl

2, 'The Secretary of War directs that the C
a apdvised of

nd the Commanding General, 8th Corpa //_,,

i

~

s Y
/é . SOALDING, \
X

&R

Erigadier Genersl,
Assistant Chief of Staff.

Ltr.fr.US Coast Guard,Del
Rio,Tex.,12/21/36,w.8 Inds.k 1 incl. QFE Mj.ﬁ GE CHIIEF OF 474y
o i

FEB L8 0 I

.Fy ﬂ]"l:fl,fr wn' s Et-e‘..l"ﬁl'-'l'?l'f_hl' |:|l||" TF'-rJ'J' Baa J:,.ﬂ__:‘."' ':.I e _J.J'rn:"t': P..

;:ﬁ-w H"'g. D. EMBICK et sl

2+ e L EPRP A jor Ganeral o ot "-E
ACTION TAKIN by $th Ind to Deputy Clicf of Skajf i :
;fﬂ't Sec'y of War copies %o ' MOTED - CHIEF OF s5Ta1s eeR 171837
ot of atr Prpe and'op Bk i, CON/GHO 2/19/27
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Qi 690.4 Biggs Field - A, :

Hdqrs. Eighth Corps Area, Yort Sam Houston, Texas, Pebruary 10, 1937,
Te: The Adjutant Cemeral, i':_.lhiutﬂn, D. Q.

There im no objmetion on the part of this headquarters to the use
of the small south hangar at Bigge Field, Texas, by the Air Patrol De-
Vachment, U, 5. Coast Ouard, aittention is invited to the attached copy .
of radiogran from the Commanding Jeneral, Fort Bliss, Texns, who likewise
offers no objection. 'In this conmeotion refersncs is made to rudiogrim
this headquarters 4 40 thia date,

For the Commsnding Osaerali

(8gd.) 7. A. BERRY, ]
ml“‘lp .EI.I ﬂ'- n;.- ..II-
Adjutant General.

1 Inel.

SUBJECT: aApplication for use of hangar at Biggs Field, Texas, by U. S,
Const Guard, ;

i 680,44 Bigge Fleld
(12-81-28) Misa, D 9th Ind, CoW/GED

War Dept., AGO,, February 19, 1887, - To: The Assistant Seoretary of War,
The Seoratary of War directs that you be informed that there is no
military objeotion to granting parmission, by revooable licenss, for a
period of five years, to the United States Coast Guard o use the small |
Scuth hangar at Biggs Field, Fort Bliss, Texas, as a base for an Air FPatrol
Detachment, ' '

o .'-'_' 1 l'_.':_hl‘h}tl

/ Adjutan £ Gonaral.
1 Inel n/a J'ii!-“tr :

Based onC-4/ 29358-6
Feb, ‘18, 1937 GEC.

COPIES FOR: The Chief 4f Lir Carps,
Fils 680.3

Commanding Gener
2/10/37. Tile

his Sth Ind 1/21/37. |

: 8th Corps Area, re his 8th Ind,
680.4 Biggs Field - A (U5 Qoast Cuard)

- ¢ 5
i B



Lt.0el.,3enaral Etaff, 0-%. Hege A G, o=l
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I =2 FEQ d:iui 1937

H_-p:?ur::l. M 11

Signal Corps, uited States Army Q

War Department Message Center,

e
Merpined af Room 3441, Munitions Building, RADIOGRAM

Washington, D. C.

= = == — e e “--.-"'_-iﬂ——'-"l,l'

S Lo s EET : ""‘-.:l'_l

57 wWvB WC 84 WD AN

FTSAMHOUSTON TEXAS 1218PM FEB 10 1837 B

:b.q::l_‘

THE ADJT GENERAL 'f::.

WASH INGTON DC I'":

T

Q FORTY REUR SEVENTH INDORSEMENT FEBRUARY FOURTH FILE AG S|%x EIGHTY \E
e ——— e WA T Py —

POINT FORTY FOUR BIGGSFIELD PERIOD THERE IS MO MILITARY OBJECTION f{‘a.

o

AN THE PART OF THE COMMANDING GEMERAL FOATBLISS OR MYSELF TO THE USE .

y

i

BY AIR PATROL DETACHMENT US COAST GUARD OF THE HANGAR AT BIGGSFIELD

sl

ol

TEXAS PERIOD RECOMMEMD RADID AUTHORITY BE GIVEN AS THE TRANSFER OF

o

=
‘.-

THE PATROL UNIT FROM DELRIO TO ELPASO |18 BEING DELAYED PENDING RECEIPT *

- i’l.."-.

OF ADVIGE AS TO WHETHER THE HANGAR 1S AVAILABLE PERIOD CORRESPONDENCE [‘
BEING RETURMED TH IS DATE

February 1iyssdset

To The AXE

Action tokeMy—Met. CoS 2/15/27 |
, cs Pield (12-21-36.) -

) p ¢

3.

N



Subject: Application for use of hangar ut Biggs Fleld, Texas, by U. 8.
. Coant. |

AsGy 880,44 Biggs Field 7¢k Ind. COW: LVH
(12-21-36) Miso.-D

War Department, AGO, February 4, 1937. - To the Commanding Ceneral, Eighth
Corpe Area,

Your views, as well sa the views of the Commanding General, Fort
Bliss, are deaired before furtlier sotion is taken by the War Department
in this case, i AT T

By oxder of the 3&#13:11_:::.1- of War:

B. Ba Honseholdep
Ad jutant Genaeral.

pased ‘on:' G-4/29358-6 <{Februery 4, 1937) CoW: IV JFL'//
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L. P. S, Lyons, Hero OF Many Jr. said he heard the ship woming

pyver hiv home and then heard A

I“'r“ Lirs, 'I:]l"q'" 'y ]' f’r\‘ :‘.r"_l{!rst- crask., The plane struek thie ground

& e BTLb e X i U Do peme only a hinck from the Davis home,

P gaeds ol Tes s ool Thsrarer
meur L hoghieay.  Bedled pd The
lamig's pil=l arel passngsr  weer

stly ckavard, making marrli et

Ol s I;,.I.  Wancdap rul. wes e landing inm the |'|:|l.:.-.:r_|:-__-ll'__3|:!'. A,

iy o, Suiints 70 W it M B i T t,-"“ ISehiiimnrd and oy a Tew feal from
I'_' Era ;' kg : = :" I" e[ R T |1I'l'- heavilv-1raveled highway,

mral e The ship apparently siruck - nnse

¥ T e matral devy in 1H4 down sd furned aver several timon,

i et Looka @ poeciaranl e K & 3 q o 1 T
i ”_. ,__‘ e et & Farls ware sealtersd far 200 varde

|

|

wad Bl Eirvl B land asigeaent, s |:r||1 noee of the parits lelt were
:l.ID--'r! |--|--r-"..|.-'-|,-m | |lrE-" i"||-"lII!:|‘I 1A I"'l"l"“'

| Sherul Ed Bi r'r'll:".l..llr' of h-r-n".ul'

:I'. winky, whn was al 1he afend of

- ety gty ] 2= the crazh A few minules afler DEVE

Flard leaneti Fald whon B | e reeviving command o W reached  it, said he believed the

LT.IF, = LWIFYN

o i ey | Brerm doe Comst fusrd Aosdemys

Wew  Wirgmis Welle  lrbilehasd,

. | dpimmmesy hede Liswwnass Ly =

Il had kil el B pilol hosded - soulk-afler- the plane
oy, o A o—— e® |.;|'ll. fire 1n arder o avaid land-
Hard IR -.-nl-mllt frar kol prEmy 5 5 L A

|.-' oo L drser] I e ling ing it wilthin the town limits I

| was bros ghy down in & Iairly open
| field,




Tant&twa Arrangements
Made For Burial Of
Four Victims.— «

Mystery Tuesdny shrouded and
peermed Jikely forever to shroud the
cause of & U, . Coast Cuard nir-
| plane eraak and explagion late Mon-

doy night nesr Hoeene, Tezaa, in
which fourf El Paso mien were killed,

Caonsl Gunpd afficialy from Bllox),
Mizs,, woere reporied by the Asaa-
cinled-Press-io Be #n Foule n Ban
Antenlo to investignie She tragedy,
traveling by sutamobile Bachise af
urnfavoriatle fving weather, but ma
fara to-bite was 1he plane by Lhke
exlealon thatl |t seemed vnlikely o
defimite eouse would be aserbed,

Farachule Hurst,

At San Anlonie an irvestigation
by Kelly Field officlaly discloped
the paracivute of LE Perry 5. Lyona,
piloting the ill-faled plane. had
been burst from il case when the
plane striuck,

The Bewa Aervies r;-lm1r-:1 Major
Aoberd T, Cromow ond Caplains
Charles D. MeAlllster and James F.
Philllps of Kelly Field as saying
thelr Investignton discrediled pre-
whaun reports indleating Licutenant
LyankE whi prepackigg o leap From
thie disabled pleme when (b crashed.

Thoas Filled,
. The four men killed In the carsh
wlll e Luried In four different and
widely separated places, relalived
| aald, Tenlative SFTFRnEermenla:

By 6f . Llsutenant Lyons, pllat
al the crafl, commarder of 1he
Conglt Guard unlt & Fort Blizs, snd
famotis meprey Tier, will be lsken’
to Arlinglon Natlonal Cemelery,
Washingion, I C, secompanied by
his wlud:nw, Mrr. Virginia "Wells
Lyons, who prabably will’ leave El
Paso Wednesday b irain for San
Antonio,

Bady of Enelgn C, H. Teagoe, 1015
Galloway Streel, El Pasoan  sia-
tiomned with the Const Guard at San
Diege wha went wilh Lisulenant
Lyorns simply for the ride, will be
refurnsd o El Pass  sccompanbed
by his breother-in-law, C, T, Coale,
with burisl probably Friday. Mr,
Cale left- Tuesday by train for Sanm
Antondo,

RBody of Rupsrd H. ﬂﬂ'rru!ul 1731
Hmlu“l CBtrest, El. Pasa, Cosat
_G'I.Ill'd:'ll‘l'l-l.ﬁ wha acoompan led Lisu-
tenant Lyons oft many of his fughts,
[will be sent i BlaTformer home st
| Newe', Rediord, « Mass, where Ry
[ [Conlnued sa Fags I, l;d—.‘ll

C-ausé,fif Coast Guard
~Plane Crash Is Mvster

Iane ’Eraéh’*“

Bt e

¢ “Svn |

TEII.H.H‘H .ﬂ:mngaments
' Made For Burial’

0f Victims, . 4
(Countinped Frem Page 1} |
-poiher, Mra Cara E Germaine, |
lvea, T
Bady af Corp. Gearge C. Latham,
LI, 8 Alr Corpa, Fort Bliss, will ba
| buried. In_San Anienia, where his
| meher lives. His widow, Mre. Mar-
| garet Lalhuen, left with her father,
St H. C. Holmes, U, B, Army re-
tired, Torsdsy marning % sulomo=
Bile for San Antonlo, Corporal La-
Eham left mlso & four- :.-'ﬂH.d SO,
George, Jr,
Bilunned.

Teo  stunmed by  the sudden
| tragedy for full comprehenalan, -
¥ivars rekd memages of
condolencs and mads preparaticngs
for burying thelr laved ones,

Mre. Mildred Ommdorif Tengus,
Tmi:‘d:;?rthmhlr Teague; went
u o Lhe home of her paren
Mr. ‘mred Mra. Seth tlrm'lrﬂ..“m u;"a

C.a

Kalth Teagie, wh-u Wil & yeur ald

Sunday,
Reluiives u.Jd L. 8 officlals
wmud to By Enalgn Tesgue's

r_fn-Arliog
1;;{ but the family declined ihe
r. praferTihg to have burlsl in
E]l Peen,

E. A Teague, an uncle of Fnalgn
Teague's, was en route [nle=Tae-
day fram Dallas by sutormoblle

Temporarily in charge of the
Cagst Guard unit st Fost Bllas ia

Machinist - W, . Plnkiton. Twe
other planes Jike the ope Ehat
craahed are  salioned at  Biggs

Field, with one undergalng repairs
&t present after & nesr-crackup |n

whieh Lleulenant Lyons_crum
TEE wings of the hip By ateik
afi  embankment while anding.
Ldeutenant Lyoma wad uninjured.
laagres Om Flamen,

Ar Boerpe, opinlons differed aa
la the [ncldents immedinisly pre-
ceding the crash, sald The :ﬂ.-u-|
cinted Prems, Justlee of the Peace
H. L. Davia esld he belleved the
plane struck the ground. exploded,
and then caught fire, but others |

mald 1hey Belleved the craft waa
Burning Pbefore it - struck ﬂu
grodnd,

Lieuienant Lyooa was recalled h:r
these at former atations as one of
Ihe moel daring sirmen ever o
enler the Coast Guerd service, sald
newns dlapalehes.

Freguenlly during slorms off the
Mew England cosgl he had braved
Lthe unfavarable weather ta guide
reseuiers Lo imperilled senmen Yet
the crash Mopdsy was |a  clear
wenlher,

Relntives of Mres. Lyvons In Mases-
chugells zald the sncialite daughler

of Mr. and Mre. Carl 5 Welle of

Lawer Valley, taking with her Ellen [ °f

 Fase__and _ kitended the

Lleul'-lnln'ln—""..'-?nnl lani
da¥ In & csremony wi tba 'rum.
Ariz, ranch af one of her unglea,
Hemds Condaleners
Tueaday, Admiral R W, *#u-.r,-h..
et to Paso asurvivors of the |
fhen: this message: “Tlesse e:ﬂmﬂ
to Mra, Lyona, M. Teague, and tho |
famlly of Germaine, the eympathy |
entira personnel of Lhe
Uniied Sisfea Cosst Cusrd and
asaure them we share thelr rru.L
BarTow.™
The measage was radloed ta 'I.'I'h‘."
il Guard unit st Pigge Field

City Scheal Superintendent A, H, |
Hughey included ihis in his HI‘HHI f
bulletln bassed 'J."und.:_r ;

“The sympathy and u:rrm of .1ﬂ
El Paro tenchers, T am rl.lnl. ot
to our leachers, Mra J. FRnk,
Mre. Ciyde Teague and thelr fam-
ilie, including his wife, over tha
terrible afirplane  &ccldent  which
exuped the depth this marning nesr
San Antonle of C,. H. Teague, oma
of the best type of yAUnRg men Wha
have grown up in the Clir of 0
Fa
schoals. A blow so smudden and n
tragieally  distressing makes
feel helplesa in the presence of lh
famlly grief.*

Marblehend, H.l.-._mm |
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'56:' Coast Guard Commander

" i_ﬁ. 'Ir:'- | “-u .y - : i Cird pline, t,;.“; hl‘f #1530 | hem' Bad planned to shop et Del | munication with the plane l':l'l'«l'ﬂ E
i u‘-ﬂlﬂ.hlﬂiﬂmm H-.;.'l‘luH;;.rd"P;rglmuthuthenll‘umdu:mdﬂr;u.c e
w*m’ plnes Feb - Birgs Field, 11 w 1-.-#[1111‘ g hed kaed st arpbeed, wc- M itnckey L] L® 5 ] u-t
TMH Munl#il;q";: m:ﬂu might bave 1:-:1 earrled | cordifg o u: Awociated Press diss= | lation bere declined ta glve nay
A Bowmy after be had Jeft Bigp | sowth bnts Mexton. b it ton _lbuut Whalic  oame
. The Dhar's wife 18 a1 thelr bome | The Coast Juand redlo gtation st | candar's » Ailght.  Mem. Grantham
i | Friday night tat Lisvbresn Grants | Galveston sald 0 had had no come [sakl gha believed he wia sscam-

.' Iés:ng, Took Off Before Storm Hi

. o L ol g
ik, plcred Up
berd “I | s crashed mear m Texas | B0 heurs i the als o Kl eredit He p-1lr|.u ‘h!I ml-'ﬂ

wﬂmhy ﬂ.'b:q: m:m know, !;l!fhd Alrs. Grantham have msde [ siresdy had dlitic guiheld Blmsel? in | carga of 2940 E"# .E!. :Mr'

Lisutenant Grantham came 1o Kl | thetr home at 1414 North Piedras | rescucs ot sea and rellel (ights over ""’"‘ﬁ‘du',";,_hf; Tuplay 63 miles et
Cuard Afr |Stréet ° | 1and. T IR,
mhnﬂn.m'i:'.:. ax suc-|  Codsi Guard recordd shewed Lieu: |  He had been here only & day or | of Albuquergue He !’::h‘:'
eemer % Li Perry & Lyons, who | tecant Grantham was 30 years old | s when ke made hia first “merey | panicns had o fiy Bied

wai kilked kst December when his | when he ¢ame Lere, wlih make than | I‘r.ln. I 'Ihl -.u.-lnr He book p stopm on thal meslgnmmentl i by

Hunt Pressed For Missing
El Paso Coast Guard Crem

'Chief Officer,| Hope B’I]ESlﬁﬂ‘ e e Mrs. Grantham

hreOther Plaie Safe| i soi iy  Confident Her
Threwthars ane Safe; ..:.1";..'::' e i (e A Husband Safe

A S ! "hl Coast EI-u.n.rd Bhip '|."-|"'|1]|=I el wied feam e paal 1
re ou Four Aboard Missing |~ :"“-:; e Dy Mrs. Rabert L. Grantham, hride sf
£y Since Thursday. wssi off Thiewsdey, 105 mos bern u wear of Lleulensel Grastham,
et { iwleyed thal ke had turned poath mining cammander & the Tl Pasn
? h dF ¥ iRl Elpeiriclin's Mate B, A_ Paddud, | T _.r'\." :-\.-T:T;rl ‘-III"I: .I-r :;'-r'lrll j"l?‘ up iraditlen of wive |:|'|I thi
n m rom. Eight government plases, five of | i D 1l b s il ne Lo merviee by _wiaying s, choartul -ma
the Army Al Dorpe ard three -r\-'l inhe T . I:l' i il " B '.':-: | Terdd D|Eh l.IFl‘lllrF '|]1l-hl|ﬂ.lll‘r| :r f;l'lllf-
the Ceast CGuard ' wing | i el S Wy ing Fethieg frem her habarn
P"lar EE In Mexlcn I.-': Ih:lllll-l I:I‘.Ill- 1:Tr:r i:un :'::u iy ol Blarfn snd e sl . i"Wa have heen rnl_n:ln! B wERF
Grande mred in the rogged moun- | : | UI':!;.I'I'!"\-‘":LII.' she II:H-I' 1 rrll:'\-'! I'\-l:r:-
EI’I.I]:I El.‘rrled E.upp]in. talpa norih sf i rlver, I' wfF My Trark Walker T-'-h;r L:nrr;;.!u- mii":nllr:l'rn 3
Ta Last Three Days Brilemrd. Habr, Qe i L TN s st pocrel business and migh! (Blnk B
! (bl W= - Iebabes e T i bl ) wedully allbe fer us o werry”
In Emergency ety by prsan Linm 16 Bave son 1he mds b
L vl fit e AR of e Coast CRuisl b - y I we jpoung bride e
e hment bers nsder Lieubesam | 0F 0 wad m Snilhern Parife *FJ:-IT::I:: Eu: '..ll:l1r: ."-|||::-|. q.rﬂ.ull-nﬁ- ak
Coari pusrdmmen Bl the FEl Pasas Urastham, sered oo s kesmen Irmade e o adpni gl iyiles o epsd-nf har  hame 1416 Morth Tiedras
alr patre]l atation kept up thelr | Fridey might 3 A Ryt Al : 1D PrmEed 1hal D Birsel. whils five U. 8. Aty ohe
¥ - =1y | - oid i | 1sane nl dleEi e i, gudng i el
:ﬂ?: 'rJI:'.; “IEh‘u_;r';";;ﬂ i rl;'::c-'.-l:l '\.nlf'-r:: "-!'r'l -.:.'"TI'\-:l- el 'l L | m, Thumsfay, :'l:;::::, I!.I;"{'-t-.l_;rﬁr:rlﬂrr:l.::f
. 17 thelr comm ng AR | ey nre me Bome ) Bat b [FEEERiE [iikeben sl i i
v Lt Retert Lo Grestham, hed been :._:|,,|,,. e ,.r, ,hr:. '..II._".,. anify -rI Eirutmnam)  Gramism  pssamid JT.:T:{LT! Weel Tezas foe the m """"'I
unreperied alhee 1230 p. m. Thizre= | bow ABpise, 1T ss, 00 will take themq T L' '_' £ =l i, i, llh-ﬁ":;-hll."-.r ﬂ'.q- sanLin:
[T L A i 1P T walk el Lo & belee [iSTHTRORE Loy Lyene whn wed.  =This iz ths FiFat tlmp oo
Lleulenant Oranthem befl Diggs | phone - _'I'"' MLIPr -- o ivaslual thirg Tlks this has Bappened bul D'm
Fleld at -3 a. m. Thurpday with | A raerly made hy (ke Jusres 1ede |kafne, Tean it 1M " Wure B 18 elBwr &6 seTil husicem
Lhrte companions om oA 1'-I:'ht to| o aelegraph sdfice with CBihushus b P e Al el S8 o o sy have made @ farced landing
Oalvestan. | iy wed (hjrags lade Friday 077 |I- R ' I'I '_ il '_:' Lbets ~Ipi-th dederl Ma may wven e in
i rraas Nanger Pete c-aqua 160 | falled o being Parih say brace of et LD - Mexled und’ ihat may soplain why
“The Times by lelephone froe Marla the missisg place, Aulhorities 2 ke hasm't gedlen  word, lo wa”
Friday night thal he would leavs | ouiq (et (B¢ ehrek wenhl e Litulemani and M= Orentham
(eheriy for Sanderson wih horses ranfinard. eame o Kl Pasa Usd mohihs sga |
and Arallers  shet =mlghi eome 1n W il D falles it sl e il r any - freon- Sam Diegn Ceast Goamd Al
.h."d:" for-searching In L moun- | carrire! waler pipl §maer '\.I 1 Base when Liralenand Girgnitham
Y i o |1 i Por , :: ,' Ao, wis  esslgned A -uteﬁnrlrl'c- I-L
Haremen Ta Help, i hres, fi v W Perry B wie wopn killed lail
T ki vl DOl Loald Topc ||, Cesobemo THOMIl: | wedvies Do potd] Sl vy whts T gl Erihed
e U s Couny et |1, e e et of e T 1 o Do s |
e of Pectn Wlio woeadd gD waad Curd rolackmes s | men hisdled o i L

Sasderen with Lheir horses. Thers mipnideg = I;.--.g #olbty il peasl || n 18 & nikre
ihe thiee well §ain  forces  wiih jilflgmenl. i Be Eirpdane that he owass |
Eheciid Jm Nanre for whabewer Ihping wax in oxeolland conediles
duty horsemen can perfoes in ihe o L1"wevkmbn sl |
Fank
ane  Dured - #nlliled men of I!m
Coadl Guard whs were in the lanad
plase with  Lisiitenant CGranlsam
verere Mlscllnlatrs Mate O J. Mudder,
Fad b Masm Fire Clags James Denam
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Find Charred Wreckage

B S

Of Coast Guard Plane

—

Land Parties Go To Eiﬁ
Of Grantham's Death
Located From Air,

Three Survivors

Others In Ship Wander
Two Days Secking
Asaistance.

Charred wrechepe of the plase in
wherh Coast Caard 4. Hobert L.
Gremihnm, 28, of FE1 Pops, e
liurled 1o hig death in a slarm
Trursdny. was locaied by fllers 12
miles soulheast of Alpine late Soi-
wrilay,

Caranimd pusidiod, Inrll.llllnu T\nnﬂr
Fote Urawlard, wopd &0 Foile
the seepne af  he  weecked |h|:|1
Kaiurday nighi, but they had mo
lingse ol berng akile i bring Lleu-
tEraitl Geanlbinm's bisdy oul of 1be
muiiilaiinis pig i bEfoRe Sisjany,

Tien & 1leta,

Lieutenant Granthom, center of
peveri] hierele rescues during his
Eriel Coast CQuard enreer, aliempled
i leiip wiilh & parachwbe afler his
theee fpran had safely lert ihe lces
fooigleedl ™ plEne, Bul  kis  parschyks
vajighi @n & wing amnd e was cars
pded e lila death,

The thees Cosdl Sesn! enllsted
nierr, Wlin :urgum-rl"lu salply la pags-
rhates when the plane #aried fall-
g wwer e rowgh 100g Derdl @otine-
Ly, were under care of phiyabsiana
anif Copst Guardsmen at Marfn and
Alpine Satirdsy night,

Electriviums' Mate Bobert A, Pad-
flo, B, of Moldls, Ala, was jaken
Ire Foel Th A, Hussell, Marda, for
treatment of back injuries peeclved

whin e leaped from the milane, sald
the ghip glarfed podng dows aller |
jaittidng  Inla m dense  Jog 'l-'¢'|1.|l:'|'|:
qaprd ioe b Pormm wn the wings.

Tin Talel Fismim.

Nudinman James A, Dinon, 30, EI.
Paas mnd Aviatean Machinlsl's Nole |
lifford I, Hudder, of G:m".‘l"llr-l'.i
Masn, whn parachuled o safely as |
el Privaile adsdos, weere kepl im )
nn Alpine habel rousn and nol pers
milind 14 1alk with amyone, Coesk
Gusrd 4. W, E Sinien of Sam
Teegn, wihea joained lm the huamt foer
thae filine, sxid they woild b abelo
i swluen e El Pasn in a dapy "or |
T, 1
Prvale Maddan 1ald ol how Lieas
{enant Graniham wal enerled {o
hilz death by the fallivg plang aller |
uriermE kis men b jumtb S safeby,

SWhen ihe molor sblowed down,
Lmitenant CGrantlvam bold us #n-
listrd men 1o bail oul™ hie relaled

“Our chaites apemed but 1 hat the
|Comlinued 6 En- T, Calumna L)

Coast Guard.
Plane Located"
Near Alpine

Jand Bearch Partiea Try
To Find Beena Of
(rantham's Death,

franlinssd Frem Fege 1)

¢ roand bard gnd iy Back wes horl
Wa hunbed [oF the pléns sad F
mally Pownd 18 gboal @ hall § mile
papF, e wilked on bad o, Seaki
ing ley halp ard haslly came
i pbardered dandh hdued wTeEe
we apral e AlEsh T AdE
Farsng o slaried cul apEin el
T lmE W M EPErTRIRG
anei bl daold pal artrent e e
tepiimn il 1B AR A e,
SWa EaRlly rRire 88 U FeAdh Sl
qha peeaple wh saw Thil we sl
iakes i@ Adpieat

The dinah oidiFtel  iamrerses
pEar Mounl Ded. abdal |3 il
waimi thipail ol &lpine. IL win Fefsvilel
by fAigrs wha rpolied ibe wrecked
pHane fatesdey afisrdoom Emmad]-
ately srarchisg Faclisd fompea-] of
Teadl Mangrrs, Bonder Pairaimess,
wred Cawt Cluard alfinem pal owl Hll'
kel EEpRaiTELE -

Hard :

11 weal & diffiesl ak 1o Fevrme
ke rowis Plapers and mounisin-
wden In e gree whers e phace
wal gighbad.

Tha tares wha sitiped wFtr diils
Terlbg fedm swpoaure when they
finslly lecwiel tha Kats Mavil
fineh ¥ milen seuth af Algirs Sals
wridsy marsiag alater wiliag oon-
manily for ever W heufi, ealied
raliefil hey ok drem ihe wrecled
plane ind dFifiieg wly B caiids
famkr, -

Draring their lang Gk Bey
wialligd swnF from chillasies sod
vrawrd ibe fipinsemss of B Big
Eirad e Y.

Ta Make Inseslignilsn

Lisuienand Shine msid e infef.
fruleh &4 ihe erash smcwpk of ®
pmrral AERiFe wild bR rEwsaled
wrdll en eANElal eRvriBgniion, It
tast ke men whe seeapEsl Bad B
“wery fough™ s,

They speat vne wERL 'I'I‘ir-ﬂ-l*r
in  wiaw-frevging  wwreiiad
WAPURE o B Thl.l.l'lﬁrll'l. hlhunl.
with aiaw dFlivEg hard A ik
msuniE s coianiry, Al dap Fri-
day thay walked wed &l Frday
signr dnd My Samcdip oicnieg
by eahed e lI'l'BI:I' Hewll
reeih Fome o

Fuiliag b Bind wapars Thiee, ey
pevie 8 il telephored dhe Bopled
Pafrnd, wii Felavsl tha inlfomalisn
i iea I Paes Reedsr Puiral Besds
yaarigzs ol Camp CRigen

Kaw, Melen Gdwentham, DALE Mecth
Foniran Tirewl widew of tas Toaal
Cliiard Flier, reorhosd (hs B asdly
i) ealmly. For fee davs s had
predi maes and mmesd Jdearful e

Bussand woshll not searn Blive |

wit vugh she Tad maver sdmilled @
doubi ol Rjp boing pade

Mahe Drpdes Masd |
Jooning in ke sefial Py Seturs |
dep wrrd Cokm Deaded plasen [rom
F1 Pasi A8R Thepa, !
Miba, gad Hyd Avwy plicsa Srom
Kan  Ankmin,  The  Handd IlF'l"l'll;
bakd @i Lhe Areiy eivefsgridy &ir-
j=ar: wd Drpdea. brisers .'l-lp-l § wad |
Honderen
W Lbewbeaisst l:.rlnlhlﬂ wad |
ehave b ir pariy e El Pasn
Thvisdar ey wide d& foule Lo
Clalvratios, 1% was ..-.I.r i [Fw i I
ubrs Wlae Tk plane b IRED 16
riksaster birw v The plars s
Lail migivied by » Buuiieen Padat
reck wallor mawr Alpiee, wha @8 |
periil (b oaaaw T0F plare weeF awmaew
dimEi lie he wod sppenually |
Fowt L way b e steimaliam and |
aifeiond witdd
Frivale [hisn wid 1% lee dr -\.pr-I
I @l Dl His whibe Vi dorimiar |
wf i pariy weml wn W Lislyealon
Bile dFrer @y, H
kire, {amais Dedn was wodn el
ul By hpeliwiel @ darEje Sad sleare
Do bpeen gsdslainl W e e EsEe |
Bibesps, mha mibill |
AR B p o Baiurday Besgrr (s
Fed rejmsitesl BF Telejlieis Uai 59
- e L]

| e sbowd 18 o 00 miles
'I'-ul-l“:|I Eaiog b

i gk boe weauld pesk 0=
wlEly wral ewperied & Fradh |h-|
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ody ody OfE.P.
Fher Found
'By Searchers

Carried Tn Alpine From|
Scene Of Fatal

Mizhap.
Pack Mules Used

Coast Guard Airplane]
Burned, Members Of
Poasa Discovar,

iEgarial fm The Time:
Alplne, Teana, Ancil B —The bndy |
Iq.[‘ Lt. Tobery T. Liranlliam, li.'_l'lulll'-l
i-r;u.ud air piint whn died Thuaraday |
| when hin plane erabhed div 1he
!1'r|.r.|||r|r|||'.| meiilleaat of here, was
:u.n:.“"l.t o Alplne al poon le=dny.

A peiirehing parly peached  1he|
Jeharred wreckage of the plans early
fhils morping Travel was enlirely
by means af harges anid mube.
| The Bhtes Coast Guard enllbiiad
| mei wha surelved Uhe disasler wore
| reporled Peeovering nday from ibe
hardehips they oncured goring tlw
ppprofimately 4B howrs thel ihey
were laal o the rugged Big Denid
couniry,

Threr Fliers 1sjured,

They are Elegbrician's Mate ol
el A, Peddon of Mokile. Als, in
lhe army hoaphlal &t Furl T A
Wiawell, #siear Marfs; JEsdaimsn
Jamei A, Dinen, E3 Tass, snd Avia-
flon Mechindit's Mate Cliffors 2
Huidder, Gloucesior, Mass, under
micd leal care hese

Comit (Guard oflicers saul 1hat the
throa-mensauld be ready _io Te-
fwrn o helr El Paso station I “iwa
of 1heee fdays”

The pearching parly reporied thal
It Fowind the Comst Chuard Tapd plone
had been  compleiely  deslroved
When the eralt bBurned It deprived
| the 1Bfes suirvivars of e - EFsEs
gemcy ralions that kod been eafried, |
As a memall they lad mo fesd e
Lhe timee of ime crach shorily afier
nesefi Thureday Enll] afoicnd Paan |
Sutusday, afier oy had ftound thelr
way in the Kale Mewill Ranch, 58
miiea sutheast of Alpine
| The three eplisked men maved
| theruelved by Jumplag with Lheir |
perachuies alter bee conting on the |
whiga lind mads 11 s&flain kel I'|-'=
plane oald pob remain alofl amach |
kaniger, They rejeerled 1hal [.H'l
fepnant  Granibam harnlcally o a|
Blmiped &1 Ddi poal aisil Gl ke
of his men hoed Jumpesd. Then be |
sniaEhil o “bail oul” Bl eosald r-.LI
pel free nf the plane snd was ears |

|

ricsd G0 hiy deatk
Army Planes Gione.  *

Three  Cossb- Guard  ptanes bl
wiere wniil here S0 Bust forF Liviss |
fenant Granlham's ship alfier 1F wes |
luited @a mddsirg® on a schiduled
fMight from El Mas $0 Galveston |
will romsmin a few dave Innger, of- |
Threra sadd. Oae  came  Ieom Farl
18lpas, nne From Sam Diege, Cal , ond
i feom Bilaxl, Miss 1

Five Army plened 1mal had aided
I|r|. the mer-al srarch Pelurped  yos-
| eniineed om Page I Calumn 4

E.P. fiﬁatnr g

g ok

~BodyIs Found

Searching Party Removes
Lieutenant Grantham
- To Alpine.

{Cenilnoed From Fape 1)

terday 1o Kellg Field, after Lhe
vwreckage had been sighted |

Coast . Guard- afficers—today - ex-
preszed  keenn appresiotion of the
co-o0perntion glven them by the Im-
migratlon Service Border Potss),
Texas Rangers, local officers and
realdents af this lasality' in general

Left Here Thursday.

The ill-faled plane left Riggs
Field, El Paso, sl %30 a. . Thurge
day, just six mintues Hfore a
severe ¢sasl wind hit that ploee,

For o time the Copst Guard ship
hallled the siorm successfully, but
soan aller fce began ‘o form on the
wings |t wad In dislress,

AT & N O treckwalker re-
;H'Jll.cd ;H|n= 1the plane ﬂylh: Lo
!near Altuda, 14 miles sast of Alpine,
| about 1230 -po=m - Thursday, That
wai the [ast heard of the plane
until 0 a. m. Sefurday, when Lthe
three survivors resched s Lelephone,

Arlinglon SEI;E:J
For Fliers Burial

[.6. Mabert L&vin Grantham,
killed Thursday when hiz plane
ceraghed  southesst--of -Alpine, —arill
e burted in Arlingion National
| Cematery, ncrasza the Potomoe River
from Washingisn, I C.

His widow, Mre, Helen Grantham,
| made preparations Sundsy fo leave
El Tasa by train Monday mnight.
| She will ga o Alpine nnd necom-
'prmv the body from ihere.

Mre. Harr¥ A. Davis af Slaten
| [sland, W. ¥.. wife o! o Copst Guard
nfficer, who hag Been visiting in El
FFoso, will go with Mre. Granthom,
al least ne far ns Mobile. Ala,
where oihier relatived of the dead
tlier will join the yosung widow.

After the funernl Mre, Grantham
will go to the home of her father
near Kansas Citv. Fram Lthere zhe
will prabably reiurn to San Diega,
Cil, whenece she and her hinband
came early in February when he
agsumed command af the El Plkn
alation of the Comst Guard Air Pa-
trol, Friends said Sunday  night
that =he did ﬂﬂt I!!‘!.“{'{t 'll lurn

tx El Pasza; L

DIJ'lt'r EUrvitars |n|;.-1|:|d(' Liruten-
ant Grantham's parents, whe live
al Moabile: a xlsler, Mres, Martha G
Baird, Monlgemery, Ala., and an
uncle, Curlos Porter Weatherly of
|-'|'||'uh'inul.|:|n, . 2






